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 172.	Raja  Narendra   Nath:    I   think  purdah   is
supposed to be a Muslim custom, but you know that
Hindus  also adopt  it ?—Yes ;    specially   Kashmiri
Pandits.
 173.	Do other Hindus do it ?—Yes, other Hindus
too observe it.
 174.	With regard to the giving up of purdah,  I
suppose it is making some progress even amongst
Muhammadans,     though     slowly ?—Very     slowly
amongst Muhammadans.
 175.	With regard to the joint electorates, you have
had experience of officers supervising elections.    For
the landholders' scat in the Assembly there is a joint
electorate ?—Yes.
 176.	Without reservation of seats ?—There is one
seat reserved.
 177.	There is no reservation on communal grounds ?
—No.
 178.	Was there any  difficulty  about conducting
those elections ?—That was by post.
 179.	If   joint   electorates   were   introduced   with
reservation of seats for territorial constituencies, do
you think there will be trouble in managing them ?—
It is very difficult to predict so far ahead.
 180.	You have had experience of elections, and
you can very well imagine the condition of things
that will prevail.    Cannot you give me an answer ?—
You mean to say about joint electorates ?
 181.	Joint electorates with seats reserved for each
community.    Do you think there will be difficulty in
managing ?—From the point of view of an election
officer, I do not think so, sir.

 189.	Dr. Narang : May I just know, Nawab Saheb,
whether, when electoral rolls are prepared in urban
areas, people get any sort of information that such
rolls are being prepared so that they may take care
to get their names enrolled ?—Yes, we give notice in
newspapers.
 190.	But you do not issue any posters, or post
them on the walls in various wards of the city ?—
Yes, we did it in the case of Lahore and Amritsar.
 191.	Only in those two places ?    Not in other
towns ?—Not in other towns.
 192.	Is it a fact that honorary magistrates and sub-
registrars are also allowed to stand as candidates ?—
Yes;     they    are    non-officials    for    purposes    of
candidature.
 193.	But would you admit that honorary magis
trates in the rural area exercise a great deal of in
fluence in the ilaqa ?—Yes, that is why he is appointed.
 194.	The raison d'etre for his appointment is that
he is a very influential man ?—Yes.
 195.	And if he stands as a candidate, it is likely that
his influence will be abused ?—All depends upon the
candidate.
Dr. Narang: Yes, upon that no doubt, unless he is an angel.
Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan : If an honorary magistrate is related to one of the candidates, he has to relinquish his powers for the time being, and later on he can be re-appointed.
196.	Dr. Narang:   So that his powers are dnly
suspended for the period the election is going on ?—
Yes.
 197.	I want to ask you about the rules regarding
the acceptance or rejection of nomination papers.
Are you aware that different returning officers follow
different methods and that there is a lack of uni
formity in dealing with nomination papers ?—Yes,
 198.	And as a consequence many election petitions
are fifed ?—Not many, I think one or two election
petitions;  perhaps one only.
 199.	In your opinion is it not desirable that some
specific instructions should be embodied -in the rules
or issued by the election commissioner when the time
for election comes to secure greater uniformitv in this
matter ?—Yes, it is.	y
• 20Q. In:a Hindu joint family,. say, where there are four members, the father and three sons, yon know they are all equally interested in **ie property and are
 joint owners of it unless there is a partition. Is it only the father who gets the vote, or do all the members of the joint family get votes if their property were divided into four parts and each man gets a sufficient share which will qualify him for a vote ?— As far as agricultural land is concerned, we look to the entries in the revenue records. If it is a joint family, it bears the name of all those people.
 201.	It does not present any difficulty in the rural
areas, because in the revenue records every one is
recorded, although even there in the case of a joint
family I would say that it is only the father who.is
recorded, and it is only after his death that the land
is divided in the name of his sons ?—Yes.
 202.	Take the case of an urban Hindu joint family.
The property is worth, say, a lakh of rupees, and the
owner has three sons.    Will all of them be entitled to
vote ?—Yes, if people come forward and tell us that
they are entitled to vote we would register them.
 203.	The presumption is that in a joint family they
are all joint owners ?—Yes.
 204.	Then why do you wait to be told ?—If we do
not know the names of all those people, then Only
that arises.
 205.	They are given the right to vote ?—Yes, they
are.
 206.	The Chairman :   I should like to follow that
point.    May I just put my question ?    Let us sup
pose that you have a piece of agricultural land which
is assessed to land revenue at exactly Rs. 25.    And let
us suppose that this particular piece of land is owned
by a joint Hindu family.    I gather that they will
quite naturally have, to be put in. the registers where
mutations are recorded,  and they might not only
get down to owner A,' but you might have to put it
in the name of owners A, B, C, D, and E.    If there
are five and if you divide 25 by 6 each will only have
a  fifth.    I   understand  that in  that   case   neither
A, nor B, C, D, or E would ever get a vote ?—Yesr
that is true.
Dr. Narang : As a matter of fact, even in the case of a joint Hindu family it is only the father who is-registered.
The Chairman : In the illustration I put nobody will have a vote.
Dr. Narang: They would not be in the register. Only the father will be shown in the register.
The Chairman: The father is the only person shown in the register and he has got one vote as head of the family though the property belongs to a joint Hindu family paying Rs. 25 land assessment.
Dr. Narang : My question was directed to the case of urban areas where there is no record of property held by separate Hindu individuals.
The Chairman : Supposing now we have a property again in the country which is not assessed at Rs. 25, but at Rs. 125. If there are 5 men on the register as joint owners, will each of them have a vote ?
Dr. Narang : They ought to have.
i your point in regard to-
The Chairman :   What is your point in j urban areas ?
Dr. Narang: In urban areas there is no such record available. Supposing there is a. joint Hindu family owning, say, Rs. 16,000, and there is a father who has three sons. Bach of them will have th* qualification to vote as owning immovable property worth Rs. 4,000.
The Chairman : You divide 16,OQO by 4 ?
Dr. Naring :   Yes.
.Lord <Burnham : If the name of the father alone is-inserted in the case of the land assessment it is to that extent an evasion of the Electoral Rules. He would not be entitled as being a member of a joint family,, but only as representing a joint family ?
Dr. Narang : I quite appreciate th*s objection, but that may be counteracted in another way. Because after all it is only a partition that has to determine what is to go to each member. Land may go to one, and some other property may go to another. So the benefit of the doubt should be given to the father;
Lord Burnham : It is an electoral qualification.

